
Illinois Club Tour: American Music and the Great War 
A World War I Retrospective at the Sousa Archives and Center for American Music 

Friday, April 17, 2015 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Tour Directors: Julia Schmidt, (217-714-1238) 
Sign-up Deadline, Friday April 10  Kathy Valdes (217-516-3030)  

American Music and the Great War 
The University of Illinois is commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of World War I with several events and 
exhibits in a cross-campus initiative.  As part of this 
initiative, the Sousa Archives and Center for American 
Music will be hosting exhibits that display how music 
supported the war effort.  On our tour we will visit the 
archives. The very enthusiastic and knowledgeable guide 
for our visit will be the Archivist and Director of the Sousa 
Archives, Scott Schwartz. We will conclude our tour with a 
World War I themed cocktail hour at Houlihan’s featuring 
two traditional World War I cocktails: the Sidecar and the 
French 75. 

Details 
Cost / person: Tour plus cocktail hour $13 members and 
$18 for non-members. Price includes suggested donation, 
cocktail, snack, taxes, and tips. Tour only $3 members/$8 
non-members. Signup deadline is Friday, April 10. 

Accessibility: Buildings are accessible.  

Directions: Sousa Archives are located in the Harding Band 
Building, 1103 S 6th St, Champaign. Metered street parking 
is available.  Houlihan’s is at 1900 S 1st St., Champaign.  
Parking is free. 

For more information: Contact tour directors Kathy Valdes 
at 217-516-3030 (kvaldes@mac.com) or Julia Schmidt at 
217-714-1238 (julia.schmidt@comcast.net) or the Illinois 
club (tours@theillinoisclub.org)  

 
The WWI Themed Cocktail Hour (optional) 
Cocktail Hour: After the tour, join us at Houlihan’s for an 
optional cocktail hour. Wet your whistles with one of two 
cocktails made famous in World War I, the Sidecar and the 
French 75 named after a famous French artillery gun.  

 

The Tour 
Our Guide: We will be introduced to four exhibits under 
the guidance of Scott W Schwartz.  Scott is the Director 
and Archivist for Music and Fine Arts for the Sousa 
Archives and Center for American Music at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  Prior to his arrival to 
Illinois in September 2003 he worked as an archivist for the 
American music collections at the Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Museum of American History.  His degrees are in 
music education, performance, and music history.  His 
primary areas of research focus on preserving America’s 
music heritage, American popular music, and American 
wind bands and the 19th- and 20th-century school band 
movement.  

Exhibits: The tour will focus on four exhibits related to 
American music in WWI. Many Voices: The Great War in 
America’s Songs is a special exhibition from the 
Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of American 
History depicting the diverse portrayals of soldiers’ lives, 
recruitment of African-American soldiers, women’s 
support for the war effort, and the country’s financial and 
personal sacrifice through the melodies, lyrics and graphic 
illustrations of sheet music that were produced between 
1917 and 1919.  World War I with America’s March King 
explores Sousa’s musical contributions to America’s war 
effort and how this music reflected his acknowledgment of 
the sacrifices that were made by all Americans who fought 
in this military conflict. Professor Harding and the Illinois 
Bands During WWI investigates the challenges that 
Harding faced as many of his band’s members enlisted 
after America entered the war and highlights the role that 
Harding and his bands played to support the nation’s war 
effort.  The Fighting Illini 1917-1918 Legacy examines the 
unique stories of some of the students and faculty who 
sacrificed their lives in the armed forces and celebrates 
their special contributions to the country’s involvement in 
WWI. 

Reservation for Name(s)_________________________________________________________ 

Phone (cell preferred)______________________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________________________________ 

Member reservations ($13 each/$3 tour only) ____________ 

Guest reservations ($18 each/$8 tour only)  ____________ 

Total Enclosed ____________ 
Make checks payable to: The Illinois Club — Reservation Deadline: Friday, April 10, 2015  
Mail to: Kathryn Valdes, 1106 S. Sunny Acres Rd., Mahomet, IL 61853 
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